DEAR FRIENDS,

Thank God the last couple of months

have gone by really fast as summer
here in Phoenix make us look forward

with increasing eagerness to cooler
fall weather. Thanks for your prayers

for the different events we shared

with you in our last letter.
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ASIA TRIP

My trip to Southeast Asia last June was
quite eventful as the Lord included other
agenda | did not really plan for. First of
all, it was a good time being with Purpose
Driven church leaders in t he
Philippines, Singapore, and | ndo-
nesia. Itis always encouraging to
hear how churches experience
growth as they focus on becoming
healthier by consistently priori-
tizing the five biblical purposes:
worship, fellowship, discipleship,
ministry and evangelism. This
can be challenging especially with
the proliferation of so many good
tools and programs that many
times keep a church from follow-
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THE JESUS FILM PROJECT

SHARING"MUOMENT S

A special highlight of my time in Manila w as hav-
ing a luncheon get-together with about 30 o f my
high school classmates from 30+ years ago. It was
a neat time to reconnect and share with  them my
spiritual journey and open the conversatio n (albeit
via the Internet) on having a personal relat ionship
with Jesus. | left a few copies of the JESUSiIm vid-
eo and The Purpose Driven Life book
t0 go the rounds among tho se who
are interested, and | look fo rward

to hearing how the Lord will  work.
Another highlight in Manila  was
getting together with a small  group
of brothers from my college frater-

nity, Alpha Sigma. With meint he
photo is our founder, who was at
one time the secretary-general of
the Communist Party of the P hilip-
pines. He is still actively pursuin g a
transformed Philippine socie ty but

ing through on one track and giv-
ing it time to yield lasting results.
Pray for the national leadership in
these countries as they take the
next steps of concentrating more on help-
ing thriving churches with the most po-
tential that not only can ser ve as models
to other chur ches, but also can help coach
other pastors in their areas long-term.

this time through a revolution  of

ALPHASIGMA FOUNDER changed lives in Jesus Christ.

CCC STAFF CONF ERENCE

It was a most inspiring and challenging week at the
Colorado State University where our 5,000+  staff
from all over the U.S. gather every couple o f years.
Hearing what God is doing in and through the orga-

nization always makes us feel humbled at the p rivi-



to be exact) every week. That is a 75 percent

gain in 10 years! We have also added an
average of 17 new members every dayfor the

last 10 years. Our Sunday morning wor$ip

attendance isup 93 percent. Ittookus 110years
togetwhere wewerein 1998, butinthis 10-year
period, God has poured out such a measureof

growth and blessing that we should not be abk

to contain our praise.

| think often of the success that God is giving us
among an Islamic tribe in Sierra Leone. Missionaries
worked for 50 years in the area with on ly one
DEVELOPMENT TEAMEETING convert. They felt they had failed. But in ways they
didn’t understand, God was at work. Today we are
having a tremendous harvest that would not be  pos-
sible without their sacri" ce. The JESUS Im crew was
instrumental in an early breakthrough. The Wesley-
an Church of Sierra L eone is heavily involved and
one of the Sierra Leone districts has commis-
sioned and pledged support for Sierra Leone
missionaries to the area, with Sierra Leone
missionaries serving there now. We ar e see-
ing phenomenal church grow th in this area.
This is the Church at work with persever-
ance, consistent f orti-
tude, and the promise
that “the gates of hell
shall not prevail.”

For this time, the Lord
seems to have anoint-
ed the JESUSilm min-
istry of The Wesle yan
Church as one inst ru-
ment for the salv ation

lege of being part of His wondrous works. It
was also a fun time to reconnect with other
staff friends and our ministry leaders as they
share from their hearts. Most importantly,
it was an enriching time
to feast on His Word as
a couple of pastors ex-
horted u s about our walk
and work.

As | am now beginning
to get more into my new
responsibility r epresent-
ing The JESUS Film
Project in Arizona, | am
thankful for the mentor
the ministry has provided me.
have spent a good amount of time
joining Mark in appointments, just
sitting down to chat about this
exciting job, and even travelling to
the _Laguna .Niguel, Ca_lif., w estern of many.
regional office for training. The

more Arlene and | get to know PLEASE PRAY FOR
the other 25 regional representa- (TOP) WITH MENTOR MARK; THE NEXT JESUS

tives from all around t he States, FILM SHOWING INSIERRA LEONEFILM BRIEFING  on

the more we feel the Lord’s ¢ on- October 1-4 at L ake

firmation that He has led us to the right il Tahoe, Calif. This is
team He wants us to be part of. an event where we invite potential ministry  part-

PHENOMENAL CHURCH GROUETM ners to hear about opportunities for involveme  nt
; in helping to complete the task of world ev  angeli-

Let me end by illustrating one example of zation through the JESUS film strategy.

why we so look forward to engaging more

churches and individuals in this ministry. . -_— L

This recent report comes from the Wesleyan We appreciate your continuing partnship

Church denomination: with us,

In the last 10 years, we have planted Art & Arlene

an average of almost two churches (1.8

Art and Arlene Guina ¢ Art.Guina@JesusFilm.org



